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soldiers scarcely less bright than those marvellous
windows above them which the art of the middle
ages has filled with translucent gems. The loud and
reiterated shouts of joy spreading from the interior
of the church to the populace collected outside
drowned the blast of the trumpets and the procla-
mation of the heralds scattering largess.

The crowned and anointed King returned to the
neighbourhood of Paris to conduct in person the
negotiations which were to place him in possession of
his Capital, while Sully continued to bargain with
Villars, the Governor of Rouen ; and to endeavour to
beat down terms, the extravagance of which was a
vexation to his economic soul: perhaps also he com-
pared the price demanded by Villars for ceasing to
be a rebel, 1,200,000 livres, equivalent to nearly ^500,-
ooo, a pension of 60,000, equivalent to nearly ^24,-
ooo and the revenues of six abbeys with the hardly
earned rewards of many years of loyal service.

The higgling and hesitation of his agent excited
the King's impatience. "It is folly," he wrote,
(March, 1594) " to raise so many difficulties in a mat-
ter the conclusion of which is so important for the
establishment of my authority and for the relief of
my people. Do you not remember how often you
have quoted the advice of a certain Duke of Milan
(Francis Sforza) to Lewis XL ? To separate by their
private interests those who had leagued themselves
against him under the pretext of the public weal.
This is what I intend to attempt. I prefer, even
though it should cost twice as much, to treat with
each severally, rather than to attain the same end by